


Lighting should reveal the edges, cornices, roof morms and
other architectural features of all significant downtown
buildings, and all buildings along major street corridors -
Douglas Avenue and Main Street.

Individual buildings may be illuminated at night through the
use of uplights and spotlights, or neon or argon tubing to
outline the building forms.

Beacons, spotlights, laser lights or other forms of
illumination may be wused to identify entry portals to
downtown, the Arkansas River corridor, and major public
spaces.

Bridges across the Arkansas River (including the arched
forms) should be outlined with strings of lights or
neon/argon tubing to create a distinctive nighttime identity
for the river corridor.
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Parking

Parking is one of the largest land uses in downtown. Surface
parking lots need to be properly located, screened and landscaped
in order to minimize their impact on downtown fabric. Better
security, consistent lighting, paving patterns and materials,
striping, signing, and landscaping of interior areas and edges would
greatly improve the appearance of parking lots, stimulate greater
public use, and complement new development. The following
guidelines are proposed:

° Wherever possible, surface parking lots shall be located
behind a building or to the rear of the parcel.

Surface parking should not be allowed in the front of
buildings along Douglas Avenue, Main Street and William
Street.

Parking lots that currently front directly onto Douglas, Main
and William should be screened with landscaping and/or
screen walls that respect the existing building setback line
of adjacent structures.

Surface parking should be prohibited close to the Arkansas
river edge.

Parking structures can contribute to the urban street wall
by filling gaps between buildings and by creating space for
for street level retail. They should be architecturally
finished on each side visible from a public street, and
designed to be compatible with adjacent buildings.

Where possible, the narrow facade of a parking structure
shall be oriented to the street. '

Street level retail and other types of pedestrian activities
are encouraged at grade level in all parking structures
fronting Douglas Avenue, Main Street, and along William
Street between Main Street and Topeka Avenue.

The first level of all parking lots and structures shall have a
solid wall or spandrel panel 3’ in height, or a dense planting
of evergreen plant materials to screen parked cars from the
public view.
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Street Wall Continuity (Infill Development)

Continuous street walls enhance the pedestrian space by creating a
sense of enclosure and provide the opportunity for retail and
commercial activities to front directly onto the sidewalk. The
following design guidelines are recommended:

<]

To maintain a sense of continuity all lots fronting on major
streets within the downtown core should have a continuous
front facade equal to at least 80 percent of the lot width.
This percentage can be reduced to 60 percent for lots along
secondary streets, and for the areas that frame the
downtown core. Front facade extensions of the owverall
building design, integrating arches or walls across vehicular
driveways and pedestrian accessways may be utilized to
achieve these percentages.

The design of new infill buildings should not pretend to
mimic older historic facades, and should respond to their
surroundings striking a proper balance between the existing
architecture and good contemporary design. General ideas
that should govern the visual relationship between an infill
building and its neighbors are: scale, setback relationship to
the street, roof forms, proportion of window openings, color
and materials, and architectural detail.
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Old Town Rehabilitation Guidelines

This district presents a strongly unified appearance, that is the
product of the common age of most of the buildings (turn of the
century warehouses) and the load bearing brick construction that
produces a distinctive texture, color, and solid-to-void
relationship. The scale of the overall district is also distinctive.
The streets are relatively narrow, and, together with the low
height (3-5 stories) of most of the buildings, creates an interesting
contrast to the broader and much grander commercial streets and
avenues throughout the rest of downtown. The following design
guidelines are recommended:

° For new or infill construction the interval of vertical and
horizontal bay elements should match the proportions and
facade grid of immediately adjacent buildings.

New construction should employ brick as the dominant
facade material, in a color compatible with the existing
buildings color ranges. Existing facades shall not be painted
unless renovations or repairs create color differences
between the original facade and the repaired area.

Trim elements such as pilasters, cornice lines, string
courses, window stills, lintels, and rustication add detail to a
building's facade, and should never be painted (unless made
of wood). Brick, cast stone, stone, ornamental metal,
concrete, or hard wood may be used for trim elements.
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Plazas and Pocket Parks

Downtown Wichita can benefit from the development of "left-over
spaces”, vacant lots, and building setbacks, into plazas or pocket
parks. Heritage Square Park, behind the Wichita-Sedgwick
Country Historical Museum is a good example of this type of urban
space. When properly designed and sited, plazas and pocket parks
can provide shaded and colorful outdoor spaces for brown bagging,
people watching, quiet conversations or relaxation. Successful
plazas and pocket parks throughout the world's cities have
incorporated many of the following elements in their design and
evolution:

Frame and enclose the space by building facades on two or
more of the plaza's boundaries.

Locate some retail and commercial uses to front on the
space to provide activity and a self-policing element.
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A focal point element in the form of a water feature, public
art, sculpture or monument.

Permanent seating - in the form of benches, low walls,
planter walls, and the provision of portable chairs and tables
(to move in and out of the sun, and to form casual group
seating arrangements).

A combination of hardscape and soft landscape textures
within the space.

The provision of shade through the use of canopy trees,
trellises, and building arcades, canopies, and awnings.

A perceived safe and secure self-policing public
environment with direct exposure and access to the public
and to adjacent activity centers, high levels of pedestrian
lighting, and no blind spots.

Public and semi-public spaces should contain special works
of art. Incentives should be developed to encourage the
inclusion of art of sculpture as a part of public or private
development, perhaps one percent of the site development
cost. Many cities earmarke a percentage of project costs
for art or sculptural elements.
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The Arkansas River Corridor

The Arkansas Riverfront open space system provides opportunties
for both active hiking, biking, and water related recreation, as well
as more passive types of uses. It could for example, provides ideal
opportunities for an outdoor art or sculptural park. Special
environmental sculptures could be developed using native material,
land forms and wind-activated sculpture. A potential site for an
outstanding sculptural focal point is the termination of Douglas
Avenue at the river to symbolize the original town site at the
Chisholm Trail crossing. To protect and preserve this major
community asset the following guidelines are proposed:

° New riverfront development (including new bridges), should
not impede public access along the rivers edges. This public
access, however does not have to be continuously at the
waters edge. It can, for example, detour around individual
waterside buildings provided the detour is no longer than 400
feet.

Reworking the rivers edge to create bulkheads, boardwalks,
esplanades or boat docks for private sector developments
should be encouraged, provided they do not impact the
floodway characteristics of the river.

Views to and from the Arkansas River should be maintained
on the east and west bank. Continuous street walls or
individual building frontages are inappropriate. Therefore,
new construction or additions on land fronting the corridor
should have a maximum facade frontage of 50 percent of
the lot's width.

All surface parking should be located at least 100 feet from
the rivers edge. '

New construction along the river corridor should respect the
height  controls outlined earlier in this section.
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Downtown Siens and Evironmental Graphics

A sign system should be developed throughout the downtown area
to help simplify and clarify the provision of public and private
information. Uncontrolled signs can lead to a random and
competing profusion of confusing information and visual clutter.
Therefore a system of sign controls should be established that sets
a consistent design framework that includes the size, location, and
number of signs permitted on and around each building. The
following sign guidelines are proposed:

(<]

Billboards and detached non-premise signs should be
prohibited. Flashing or motion signs should be permitted on
a case by case Dbasis within certain designated
retail/entertainment  districts like the East Bank
development or Old Town.

Awnings and canopies may be used as advertising devices.
Verbage should be limited to the awning valance. Graphics
may be used on the sloped part of the awning but should not
exceed 30 percent to 40 percent of the surface area.
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Window signs should be allowed at the first floor only and
should not exceed 30 percent to 40 percent of the window
area.

Portable signs (sandwich boards) should be allowed in the
public R.O.W. if located in the tree planting zone out of the
way of normal foot traffic. They should not exceed four
feet high, three feet wide and three feet deep.

Each building should be allowed one projecting and one
attached facade sign. Attached facade signs should be
located at the first floor level only and should not obscure
significant architectural elements. Individual commercial
tenants should be allowed one projecting or one attached
facade sign.

Rooftop and silhouette graphic symbols should be allowed in
three dimensional form, but they should not incorporate
word, letters, or numbers. They should be limited to a
maximum of 15 feet to 20 feet in height above the parapet.

Marquee signs should be allowed to project into the R.O.W.

provided they do not interfer with the street tree growth
and have a 10-foot clearance over the public sidewalks.
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Douglas Avenue Median Treatments:

Two difficult median conditions exist along Douglas Avenue:

Near Century II, a pavement enhancement program has been
implemented, but the median has been left as a paved island without
plantings of any kind or as a painted area delineated on the road surface
itself. The accompanying illustration depicts our recommendation for its
reconstruction and planting, in conjunction with recommended street
tree planting and sidewalk paving design.

e bOWNTOWN STREET; LIGHT FIXTURE

SEASONAL COLOR IN POTS
IAT INTERSECTIONS :

Douglas Avenue between Market and Topeka

BLOODGOOD LONDON PLANE TREES

DOWNTOWN STREET LIGHT FIXTURE

»— THORNLESS HONEYLOCUST.PLANTINGS IN MEDIAN

Douglas Avenue near Century i
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Proposed median treatment on Douglas Avenue
(from Market to Topeka)

A median beautification scheme implemented in the 1960s exists along
Douglas between Market Street and Topeka Avenue. We recommend
removing the curvilinear walls and introducing planting beds and unit
pavers matching those used in front of Century II, to produce a more
integrated street cross-section. This can also be reinforced by unit
paver cross—walks. The existing mature trees in the median should be
supplemented by plantings of evergreen ground covers and the use of
seasonal color plantings (in pots) near crosswalks.
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Downtown Landscaping Programs:

Landscaping in an urban context should separate and define various uses
while shading and enclosing pedestrian space. Plantings within the public
right-of-way may consist of shade/street trees, shrubs, ground covers
{other than lawn grasses) and seasonal color plantings. Consistent street
ree planting in the public right-of-way along major streets can zlso
create a unifying image for downtown Wichita. The street trees
emphasize major pedestrian corridors, creating enclosure and shade of
the pedestrian space. The following standards are proposed:

All street trees should be large, deciduous shade tree species,
capable of attaining an expected height at maturity of at least 30
feet (when grown in urban conditions), whose lower branches may
be maintained at a minimum height of 8 feet above the sidewalk
and 12 feet above the street. Evergreen trees and small
ornamental trees are not appropriate for use as street trees. The
following tree species thrive in urban environments:

Bloodgood London Plane Platanus acerifolia 'Bloodgood’

Red Maple Acer rubrum
Norway Maple Acer platanoides
Sweet Gum Liquidambar stvaciflua

Thornless Honey Locust Gleditsia triancanthos'Inermis’

No single-row street tree should be located closer than 2.5 feet
(on center) from back of curb and further than 5’ {on center) from
back of curb.

Wherever double-row street tree are possible they shall occur
within a zone extending from the curb to 25 feet from back of
curb. The first (curb-side) row shall be located to match a
single-row spacing, the second row of street trees shall be located
no further than 22.5 feet from back of curb.

Main Street: The tree species selected for the Main Street
corridor is the Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styaciflua). Trees should
be planted in single or double staggered rows, 30 foot (on center)
spacing, staggered equidistantly.

Douglas Avenue: New infill street tree plantings along Douglas
should be Bloodgood London Plane Trees (Platanus acerifolia
"Bloodgood'). For single row plantings, trees shall be planted at a
spacing of 20 feet (on center). For double rows, the second row
shall be 15 feet (on center) from the first row to match the
existing spacing, and consist of a 20 foot (on center) planting
staggered equidistantly.
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Waco/Wichita Connector: This street provides a riverside
esplanade along the Arkansas River corridor. The
"nedestrian-oriented" side of the street or riverside is designed to
accommodate a staggered double row of street trees. The street
tree selected for use is the Bloodgood London Plane Tree
- (Platanus acerifolia 'Bloodgood'). Trees should be planted in
double staggered rows 20 feet (on center) spacing. Rows of
plantings shall be staggered equidistantly.

William Street: William Street is a shopping street with a narrow
cross—section. The public planting zone in this corridor shall
extend from the curb to 5 feet from back of curb. The street tree
selected for William Street is the Thornless Honey Locust
(Gleditsia triancanthos 'Inermis’) planted 25 feet (on center).
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DOWNTOWN ACTION CORPORATION
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Board Of Directors

DAC
Advisory Council

- DAC
Board Of Directors

Development
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And Activities
Updowntowners
Old Town Association.

Downtown Merchants Association
Farm and Art Market

 Civic Enterprises
. Foundation
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THANK YOU

community plan of this scope
doesn’t just happen. It develops when
public-spirited people have the oppor-
tunity to freely contribute ideas and
work together to shape them into a
living form.

Nobody kept track of the thousands
of hours volunteers spent doing
exactly that, with no public recogni-
tion. They gave generously of their
time and talents because they care
about our community and its future.

In recognition of their involvement
and valuable contributions, WI/SE
extends its sincere appreciation.

The real thanks to those who
participated, however, will come a
day at a time. As, through your
efforts, you watch downtown Wichita
radiate with a new energy.

WICHITA
WORKING WONDERS,

350 West Douglas Avenue
Wichita, KS 67202-2970
(316) 265-2095
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