








The district’s circulation network is defi ned by 
Broadway, Central, and Murdock, which frame 
the area as its primary transit, living, working, 
and shopping streets. These corridors connect 
the district to surrounding neighborhoods 
and downtown destinations while supporting 
multimodal movement. St. Francis serves as the 
main gateway to Ascension Via Christi hospital 
from downtown, with upgraded streetscape and 
wayfi nding elements that signal continuation 

CIRCULATION

of the biomedical corridor. Within the district, 
Topeka, Emporia, and St. Francis form a calmer 
interior network dedicated to townhomes, smaller 
apartment buildings, and a new green space, 
creating a walkable residential setting that 
complements the active edges.

Transit Street
Access Street

Pedestrian Route
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Downtown Wichita Action Plan

CITY ROLE

1. Invests in infrastructure and structured parking assets that unlock development potential and 
feasibility for catalytic private investment.

2. Provides technical assistance to support negotiation of partnerships between landowners in the 
district and local developers to unlock the value of their real estate as part of a district-wide vision.

3. Provides technical support for the planning, design, engineering, cost estimating, and funding 
of new green space, as well as associated utility and infrastructure upgrades needed to support 
redevelopment through a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) structure.
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DEMONSTRATION SITE

 Transit 
Center Could 
Become The  
Biomedical 
Village

The transformation of the Transit Center site, located 
directly across from the Wichita Biomedical Campus, 
creates an opportunity for the universities to expand 
their downtown presence with new clinical, dental, 
and student housing facilities that strengthen 
campus life and complement nearby medical 
institutions such as Heartspring and COMCARE. 
Active ground-fl oor uses, including lobbies, dining, 
and grocery spaces, make the district more active 
and self-sustaining. A shared plaza along Topeka 
serves as the campus’s outdoor living room, an 
inviting space for gathering and social connection 
that extends daily activity across the campus edge 
and seamlessly links to greater downtown.

DESIGN STRATEGY

WILLIAM ST

COMMUNITY DEMAND
Biomedical Village w/ student 
housing, shops, parking, research, 
and educational space

OWNERSHIP
City of Wichita

SIZE
2 acres

“Downtown Wichita’s busiest block” 

“Housing” “Shops and corner store” “More open space”

EXISTING CONDITION
Wichita Transit Center
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WILLIAM ST

ENGLISH ST

TOPEKA ST

EMPORIA ST

UC San Diego Living & Learning
San Diego, California

Cleveland Innovation District
Cleveland, Ohio

Research and 
Clinical Office

DESIGN MOVES

Housing

Anchor Medical 
Academic Space

Note: This demonstration site is a 
conceptual vision and does not yet 
represent a development plan.
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PROGRAM

Phoenix Bioscience Core in Phoenix, Arizona brings together 
universities and research institutions in a campus setting that 
integrates biotech research into daily life in downtown Phoenix.

Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota is undergoing a $5 billion 
comprehensive redevelopment that unifies clinical, research, and 
patient care facilities into pedestrian-centered neighborhoods.

The Biomedical Village includes:

90 Housing Units
90,500 sf Academic Use
22,000 sf Ground-Floor Research
8,000 sf Ground-Floor Retail
4 Rooftop Amenities
1 Covered Breezeway and Courtyard

WILLIAM ST

English StTOPEKA ST

EMPORIA ST



Access Street
Pedestrian Route
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The plan extends the Wichita Biomedical Campus 
eastward, connecting seamlessly to existing 
facilities through a mid-block crossing along 
Topeka. At the center of the site, a new courtyard 
creates a shared square for students, faculty, and 
residents — an inviting space framed by housing, 
research, and small retail uses that support daily 
campus life. William Street serves as the main 

CIRCULATION

CITY ROLE

1. Invests in upgrades to Emporia Street Garage and William Street Garage to support the 
feasibility of private investment in adjacent new housing and commercial development.

2. Provides technical support for design, engineering, cost-estimating and funding for 
utility infrastructure upgrades needed to support redevelopment.

3. Prioritizes street re-design projects on William and English Street, as imagined in the 
Action Plan’s Streetscape Toolkit on 92.

front door, with both William and English shaping a 
welcoming pedestrian-oriented spine that connects 
the Biomedical Village west to the river.

WILLIAM ST

English St

ENGLISH ST
TOPEKA ST

EMPORIA ST
EMPORIA ST



Demonstration Sites

160 

DEMONSTRATION SITE

Cent ury II and 
Convention 
Center Could 
Become the 
River District

This highly visible site provides the opportunity for 
the City to introduce state-of-the-art civic uses that 
better connect downtown to the river. Re-siting the 
convention center along Waterman allows the street 
grid to re-link with the riverfront, creating a clear 
pedestrian connection from INTRUST Bank Arena and 
the Wichita Biomedical Campus along English and 
William. Retaining the façades of Century II and the 
Old Library while adapting their interiors for civic and 
recreational use introduces new green space and 
gathering areas along the river, suitable for weekday 
lunch hours, weekend soccer games, or community 
events. Complemented by new housing and hotel 
development, these investments amplify daily activity, 
strengthen the riverfront as a civic destination, and 
support the district’s long-term vitality.

DESIGN STRATEGY

EXISTING CONDITION
Convention Center, Century II

COMMUNITY DEMAND
Mixed-Use River District with 
Market, Food Hall, Open Space, and 
Recreational and Cultural Uses

OWNERSHIP
City of Wichita

SIZE
39 acres

“New Performing Arts”   “New Convention Center” 

“Interesting Opportunity for Dynamic Architecture” 

“Activate All Green Space”  “Old Library - Grocery Store?”  

“Leave Only Edges of CII - Fill In With a Park”

DOUGLAS AVE
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Omaha Riverfront
Omaha, Nebraska

Smale Riverfront
Cincinnati, Ohio

Old 
Library 
Reuse

DESIGN MOVES

Riverfront 
Housing

New
Hotel

A. Price Woodard Park 
Revitalization and 
Botanic Garden

New 
Convention 
Center

Riverfront 
Dining

District 
Parking

Note: This demonstration site is a 
conceptual vision and does not yet 
represent a development plan.

DOUGLAS AVE
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PROGRAM

Fifth + Broadway in Nashville, Tennessee is a new mixed-use 
development on the site of the old Nashville Convention Center 
featuring shopping, a food hall, and office space.

Weehawken Waterfront Park in Weehawken, New Jersey 
features active and passive recreation for people of all ages in a 
waterfront setting that captures views of the Manhattan skyline.

The River District includes:

500 New Housing Units
150 New Hotel Rooms
400,000 sf Convention Center
2,000 sf Ground-Floor Retail and Pavilions
10+ Recreation Fields or Park/Garden Space
2,500 Parking Spaces (Underground + Structured)

DOUGLAS AVE
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CITY ROLE

1. Invests in structured parking assets that unlock development potential and feasibility for catalytic 
private investment.

2. Provides deeper real estate tax abatement to fi ll feasibility gaps created by higher-cost 
construction that maximizes the development potential and activation of the riverfront.

3. Provides technical support for design and engineering, cost-estimating and funding strategy for 
new public community park and plaza, as well as any utility infrastructure upgrades needed to 
support redevelopment.

Reconnecting the street grid west from INTRUST Bank 
Arena to the river along English Street restitches the 
city’s core to its waterfront, extending activity and 
access to the river. A more porous and active reuse 
of Century II preserves the landmark structure and 
introduces new pedestrian corridors through and 
around it, improving movement to parkland along 
the river. Loading access for the convention center 
is consolidated along Waterman Street, providing 
direct, effi cient connections to nearby highways 

CIRCULATION

without disrupting the pedestrian experience. By 
relocating performing arts to a new state-of-the-art 
venue, we can also remove the non-original loading 
docks from the west side of the building-preserving 
the historic building’s original form while freeing up 
land facing the river for public enjoyment.

Transit Street
Access Street

Pedestrian Route

DOUGLAS AVE
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DEMONSTRATION SITE

 Parking 
Lots Could 
Become 
Arena South

Redeveloping the surface parking lots along 
Waterman south of INTRUST Bank Arena creates the 
opportunity to establish an “Arena South” arts and 
entertainment district. New housing and a hotel for 
event-goers, paired with active ground-level uses 
such as restaurants, shops, and entertainment venues, 
bring energy and year-round activity to the area. A 
rooftop bar and dining options further enhance the 
district’s appeal and provide unique experiences 
tied to arena events. The district builds on the public 
and private investment in the Commerce Street Arts 
District, extending its activity and identity to blend 
seamlessly with the arena. St. Francis is imagined as a 
welcoming “front door” for the district, with landscaped 
plazas, shade, and downtown cultural loop integration 
to enhance pre- and post-event gatherings.

DESIGN STRATEGY

EXISTING CONDITION
Parking Lots

COMMUNITY DEMAND
Arena-supportive dining, shops, 
and hotel

OWNERSHIP
Private

SIZE
1.6 acres

“Restaurants and green space” “Outdoor dining” “Base 

level retail/restaurants and hidden parking garage” 

“More hotels in the area” “Chili’s” “Retail or 3rd places”
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Arena District
Columbus, Ohio

Power & Light District
Kansas City, Missouri

DESIGN MOVES

Housing Hotel

Public Plaza

Dining District 
Parking

Note: This demonstration site is a 
conceptual vision and does not yet 
represent a development plan.
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PROGRAM

Energizer Park in St. Louis, Missouri uses public green spaces to 
improve the social gathering experience as fans move from the 
new MLS stadium to postgame entertainment nearby.

The Arena District in Columbus, Ohio is a leading downtown 
mixed-use entertainment district around Nationwide Arena, 
dubbed as one of the Midwest’s most successful urban 
redevelopment projects.

Arena South includes:

45 Housing Units
110 Room Hotel
17,000 sf Ground-Floor Retail or Dining
80 Structured Parking Spaces
3 Rooftop Amenities
9,000 sf Public Plaza



Access Street
Pedestrian Route
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CITY ROLE

1. Invests in structured parking assets that unlock development potential and feasibility for catalytic 
private investment.

2. Provides deeper real estate tax abatement to off-set costs of higher-cost construction that 
maximizes the development potential and activation of a new Arena District.

St. Francis is envisioned as a pedestrian-oriented 
entertainment corridor linking INTRUST Bank Arena 
to Arena South. Shared public courtyards frame the 
street, creating inviting spaces that connect the 
hotel with nearby housing, dining, and retail uses. 
Streetscape upgrades and safer crossings along 
Waterman enhance the walk from Arena South 
to the arena, making the overall event experience 
more active, comfortable, and connected.

CIRCULATION
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